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This is the second edition of the text that was ﬁrst published in
2003. The organization of the text is essentially the same as the
ﬁrst edition, with the addition of two chapters dealing with
Pneumocystis and anomalous fungal and fungal-like infections. A
very useful feature is the inclusion of a CD that contains the images
from the text. The editors and many of the senior authors are
leaders in their ﬁelds.
The ﬁrst edition was a useful reference text that provided more
information than could be obtained from the standard reference
texts on infectious diseases. The purpose of the second edition is to
update the clinician with modern tools in the diagnosis, preven-
tion, and treatment of fungal infections in various patient
populations. A weakness of the ﬁrst edition was the use of black
and white images and tables throughout the text, as well as color
plates not being included in their related chapters. These short-
comings have all been corrected in the current edition, thus
improving the readability and use of the book as a reference.
There is increased content to many chapters related to new
information on pathogens, e.g. Cryptococcus gattii, and better
understanding of the pathogenesis and treatment of invasive
Aspergillus infections. The chapters dealing with antifungal
therapy are an excellent resource with expanded content related
to drug resistance and drug–drug interactions.1201-9712/$36.00 – see front matter
doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2009.11.002context of the infecting organism. Unknown clinical syndromes
can be approached based on involved organ systems or based on
the host’s status. An improvement to the text that would be helpful
to the clinician is to have linkages of chapters dealing with the
organisms to those that deal with the clinical syndromes as the
material is additive.
The ability to export images provides excellent quality images
that are useful for teaching purposes. The inclusion of key tables
and algorithms would be a beneﬁt for teaching.
I have loaned the text to infectious disease colleagues and they
have been enthusiastic about it. I would recommend this text to
trainees and specialists in infectious diseases and microbiology.
The text is also useful to clinicians who care for patients at
increased risk of invasive fungal infections. The added informa-
tion and improved presentation makes purchase of the second
edition a worthwhile investment for those who already have the
ﬁrst.
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